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PERSONAL STATEMENTS
of
Candidates for Officer Election
August, 2010
1. Robin Bateman (Running for Vice President)
Robin Bateman is a contributing editor for Racquet Sports Industry Magazine.  She is also a freelance writer for her local newspaper, covering the local tennis scene.  In addition, she writes match coverage reports and human interests pieces on the pros for Tennis Life’s web site and Tennis Life Magazine. In this role, she’s attended events such as MPS Group Championships held in Ponte Verde, Florida and the Atlanta Tennis Championships held in John’s Creek, Georgia.
Awards and Recognitions:

· January 2010 – Co-chair for the Jobs Service Network Committee for the United States Tennis Writers’ Association.
· August 2009 – 3rd Place in the 10th annual United States Tennis Writers’ Association writing contest in “service” category.
· December 2008 nominated and accepted position on USTA National Schools Committee.
· August 2008 –2nd Place in the 9th annual United States Tennis Writers’ Association writing contest in the “service” category.

· June 2008 Advisory Board – Communications Director for Tennis Connect’s Advisory Board.
· January 2008 Moderator for Writing.com – a web site for writers.

· January 2008 presented with 2007 USTA Southern Media Excellence Award 

· March 2008 - became Action/Adventure Newsletter editor for Writing.com
· October 2007 presented with 2007 USTA Georgia Media Excellence Award.

· August 2007 official contributing editor for Racquet Sports Industry Magazine.

· October 2006 – nominated for USTA Georgia Media Excellence Award.


As a board member, I promise to continue working on developing a strong web presence for the USTWA as well as launching our Job Service Network.  

2. Cindy Cantrell – Running for Vice President
I am running for re-election to the USTWA in order to continue my efforts in advocating for the organization and its members.
In my last two years as a vice president, it has been my privilege to support the USTWA’s mission of enhancing the welfare of tennis media workers on issues ranging from the rights of the press to expanding the profession by increasing tennis coverage by the media, as well as creating opportunities for future writers.
Specifically, I have served both years as chair of the Benefits Committee. During this time, I have secured a complimentary Baseline Membership to the International Tennis Hall of Fame & Museum in Newport, R.I.; complimentary copies of Come to Win by Venus Williams for review purposes; and discounts for rental cars (Budget, Hertz and Avis) and hotels (Wyndham Worldwide, including Wyndham, Wyndham Garden, Wyndham Grand Collection, Ramada, Days Inn, Super 8, Baymont Inn & Suites, Microtel Inn & Suites, Wingate, Hawthorn, Travelodge and Knights Inn). Most recently, I contributed to updating the organization’s Constitution.
Personally, I pride myself on maintaining a high level of integrity, sincerity and candor while developing a thorough understanding of the people and principles involved before voting on any issue. Professionally, my tennis articles have appeared in The Boston Globe, Tennis Life, TennisLife.com, Racquet Sports Industry, Tennis, USTA Magazine, North Shore Golf & Tennis, New England Tennis, HO Zimman’s Tennis Championships Magazine and numerous other Massachusetts-based newspapers and magazines. 
I am confident that my continued service on the USTWA board will further benefit the organization and its members. Thank you.
3. Paul Fein – Running for 1st VP, Vice President, or Secretary
Dear Fellow USTWA Members,

As a vice president, I have served our 72-year-old association in several capacities to help our members meet the challenges of the new decade:

· Initiated the USTWA’s first Job Bureau to help our members get a larger share of the shrinking tennis writing pie, and then relinquished my chair position to Robin Bateman and Jane Voigt, who have more expertise and experience to accomplish this highly important mission.

· As chair of the History Committee, I unearthed the fascinating history of the founding and early years of the USTWA in an interview with 95-year-old Murray Janoff, the last surviving Founding Father. The comprehensive interview appears on our website.

· Created and have updated the “Historical Directory of USTWA Members,” which appears on our website, to acknowledge past and present members, and their positions, accomplishments and awards.

· Created and have updated the “Tennis Books by USTWA Members,” which appears on our website, to recognize their literary achievements.

· Worked with Ann LoPrinzi, Jim Martz, Karen Pestaina and Dennis Phillips on the Membership Committee to recruit potential new members and evaluate their credentials and articles, as well as encourage lapsed members to rejoin.

· Created the USTWA’s first Book Contest to recognize and honor the best tennis books every year; recruited Bud Collins and Mike Mewshaw to serve as judges; and worked with co-director Jim Martz to make the contest an exciting reality this year.

· Researched the careers of outstanding past USTWA members and recommended that James Pryor Allen, our first president, Frank Deford and three Pulitzer Prize winners − Red Smith, Arthur Daley and Dave Anderson − be accorded “Honorary Member” status. The Board approved this proposal.

· Proposed increasing the USTWA Board from 6 to 7 officers to increase our work-power and talent pool, as well as create an odd number to prevent tie votes. The Board approved this proposal.

· Worked with president Art Spander on the Advocacy Committee by providing a series of recommendations to try to persuade Wimbledon to give credentials to qualified Internet-only tennis writers.

· Worked with Ann LoPrinzi to improve and expand the paper and electronic editions of the USTWA membership directory.

· Worked with the Board to improve and update the USTWA Constitution.

· Initiated a new “Best Articles from Past Decades” section on our website, so past and present members can have their best articles (one per decade) appear for members and non-members to read.

· Contacted the ITF to ask it to send vital annual and periodic media publications to members who request them.

· Initiated a plan whereby the USTWA contacts the publicity directors at publishing companies to have review copies of new tennis books sent to USTWA members.

I would like to continue to serve you effectively. Would you please give me your support in the coming election. Together, we can make the USTWA, our important profession and our great sport even more successful.

Best wishes,

Paul Fein, Vice President

USTWA member, 1979-2010 

4. Richard Kent – Running for President, 1st VP, or Vice President

I am currently on the board of the USTWA and had been gratified to serve over the past year in such a representative capacity. 

I have worked diligently, using my background as a lawyer on the bodies Constitution and have made many suggestions which comport both with my legal background and with a common sense approach to how this organization should be run.

I have also been in charge of media tournaments and to the best of my knowledge, successfully ran tournaments both at the US Open in September, 2009 and in Key Biscayne in March, 2010.  We had record turnouts at both events and excellent prizes for winners.

I am in the process of working as a liaison with the International Tennis Hall of Fame for a media tennis tournament in July, 2011.  

I have also worked diligently with respect to trying to get Wimbledon to accredit internet writers.  There is not a significant breakthrough this past year, but I truly believe that my efforts in conjunction with the efforts of others will bear fruit for Wimbledon 2011.  

My vision for the organization continues to include efforts towards greater player access, better media facilities, better media seating at events, improved and enhanced media tennis tournaments and a job bank which will not only assist current tennis writers but tennis writers of the future.

Professionally I am a lawyer and a matrimonial litigator.  I am a Phi Beta Kappa, Summa Cum Laude graduate of Rutgers College and a graduate of Boston College Law School. 
5. Tom Kosinski (running for President, 1st VP, VP, Secretary, or Treasurer)
The USTWA is the premier tennis writer's association in the world. The association has had among its members the most prolific tennis and sports writers in all of the world. It has been my honor for many years to be among such amazing talent and to be able to say I am in the company of these great people. I have also had the honor to work with the Constitution committee, as well as with the board on many issues concerning the professionalism of tennis journalists and on the language of tennis.

The USTWA is the leader in tennis journalism, and shall continue to be. I see the USTWA taking a bigger leadership role in our sport and I would like the opportunity to be part of shaping that role. As the first new media/internet/social media member of the USTWA I bring a unique experience to the association. With the future of tennis journalism moving directly to internet and the web and away from traditional news print, it will be important for the USTWA to be the advocate for the writers who will find themselves in this new and untapped world. With the plethora of new media outlets available now, it is important, more then ever, for there to be an organization that can sponsor and maintain a high level of professionalism in all that is written about our great sport tennis. The USTWA is that organization.

Along with my nearly two decades as a journalist and my thirty years of being a player and coach, I also bring a wealth of knowledge in foreign affairs and in diplomatic efforts. These can only serve the USTWA well as the USTWA forges new alliances and deals with the many issues facing tennis and tennis journalism.

6. Ann LoPrinzi, Running for Treasurer

I’ve been on the USTWA board for several years and last year took over the treasurer position. I believe we have accomplished some very good things but still have a lot to do. That’s what keeps me coming back for more. I care about this organization and the potential it has to make a difference.

We have recognized talent with a writing contest, as well as partnered with the ITA for a college writing contest, and named famed journalists as Honorary Members. We have tried to help the networking among our members with Media tournaments at major events, a monthly Member News e-mail, and a comprehensive Web site that is still evolving. Our outdated Constitution has been reworked and is close to being completed. We arranged with various publishers to send a review copy of new tennis books to all our members. Among the projects we want to forge ahead on is Credentialing. I hope that will be a priority for the coming administration, as well as the Web site.
I’ve been the Times of Trenton columnist for 21 years, writing predominantly about recreational tennis and the interesting people in it. I’ve always felt there was a void in that area of tennis coverage overall and that, as a USTWA board member, I can help represent that segment of writers. I have received numerous awards.
I have above-average organization skills and, as the Membership Chair, I kept on top of responding to new member requests and member questions via e-mail. Having one person as the Membership Chair and Treasurer made things run quite smoothly. Because we did not have a secretary, I prepared our monthly Member News and performed other tasks that a secretary would normally do. I therefore look forward to having a Secretary on the Board who will share those responsibilities.

It doesn’t seem that long ago that I was the new person on the board; now I’m one of the elders and therefore have a sense of USTWA history.  I hope that I will be re-elected for that continuity and to build on the progress we’ve made. 
7. Joe McDonald – Running for President, 1st VP, Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer
My name is Joe McDonald and I would be honored to become one of the board members of the USTWA. 

This will be my third time running, as I ran during the year for the seventh board member, which was eventually canceled due to irregularities. 
I have been a member of the New York media for seven years and have been covering tennis for five years, including the US Open, World Team Tennis and other events. I have come to know many people in the sport and hope my talents will help the organization.
Besides writing, I own my own web design firm where I create end user sites in sports, including designing www.nysportsday.com and www.10sballs.com, a site I created with other tennis writers to fill the void left by other tennis magazines closing. I have also designed and host for free the USTWA Job Board site which will be open to the public very soon. 
Because of my experience in both writing in tennis - as well as baseball and hockey - and designing, I feel I can give this organization a very unique look on the board. I know how these organizations work in other sports, while also knowing the new media aspects which are affecting our jobs. I am very experienced with using social media like Twitter and Facebook, and will utilize them for the board to communicate to the members. 
Also I hope to be a fighter and not an elitist. Too many times the small voice gets lost and never heard. I want to help each and every member accomplish their goals. My door will be open to every member and hope to communicate with everyone. 
I know how these boards work and it’s not easy to take a non-paying job and balance job and family. Right now I sit on the Nassau County board of a national Irish Catholic organization, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, so I know how to split my time. 
So as you make this important decision for this organization and choose your new board, I ask you to consider my candidacy, as I hope to be a forward thinker for the USTWA. 
8. Jim Martz – Running for 1st VP or VP

At a time when the USTWA faces  many challenges - e.g. dwindling job opportunities, less print space allocated to tennis, helping on-line writers receive credentials - I would like to continue working with the board to help meet these concerns.

This past year I served as co-chair, with Cindy Cantrell, of the public relations committee, continued to serve as a judge in the student/sports information directors writing contest, assisted Paul Fein in establishing a book writing contest, assisted Richard Kent with the media tournament at the Sony Ericsson Open, co-authored with Paul Fein a column “An Open Letter About Regional Tennis Magazines” in Racquet Sports Industry about the importance of supporting regional tennis publications, and conferred with the Football Writers Association of America to see what we could learn that could help the USTWA. 

I would like continue to offer to the board and USTWA membership my knowledge learned in 35 years of writing about tennis (and numerous other sports). I believe we need to be pro active in encouraging sports departments of newspapers to cover more grassroots tennis, the backbone of the sport.

9. Art Spander – Running for President
To members of the USTWA:   The primary goal of any writers organization, and I belong to several groups, involving baseball, football, golf as well as the USTWA, is to provide the members leverage in dealings with event sponsors and athletes; to make sure we get credentials and seating; to make certain we get access to the competitors.

In my year as president of the USTWA,  leading a dedicated group of board members who understand the nature and problems which are involved in reporting and writing tennis, we have advanced in that unending struggle.
The USTWA has taken on such varied issues as trying to persuade tournaments such as Wimbledon to credential legitimate journalists all the way  to updating a slightly outmoded USTWA constitution.
We have created a job bureau, improved our internet site, expanded our membership directory and among many other moves reached back to the past to recommend such prize-winning writers as Frank Deford and Dave Anderson be offered honorary membership.

As someone who writes covers sports other than tennis, attending such events as the Super Bowl, British Open, Final Four and Wimbledon, I bring a full understanding of sports journalism in the 21st Century, when newspapers are shrinking, the internet is growing and the future of our profession is a question.    

The past 12 months, the USTWA has gained a greater presence. Our committees have accomplished more than in the previous several years, because of those who chair the various committees. My re-election would ensure our progress continues. 

The USTWA has, in the year I have been president, gained a greater presence. Our committees have accomplished more in the past few months than in the previous several years, thanks to the chair people. My re-election would ensure our progress continues. 
IMPORTANT DATES


Week of August 9: Slate of nominees announced on USTWA.org


Aug. 9 - 27: Voting via email


Sept. 8: Election results announced at our Annual Meeting and via email.








